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Today state legislators will discuss the impact of suspended driver’s licenses and costly
BMV reinstatement fees on Hoosiers. This is an issue that the Marion County Prosecutor’s
Oﬃce believes deserves reform. Please see the statement below submi ed by Prosecutor
Ryan Mears and more informa on on social media @MCProsecutors.

Marion County Prosecutor Ryan Mears addressed the following statement to the
Indiana legislature’s Interim Study Commi ee on Roads and Transporta on:
As the prosecu ng a orney for the largest county in the state of Indiana, the Marion
County Prosecutor’s Oﬃce stands in full support of ending debt-based driver’s license
suspensions for the en rety of the state. We urge the Indiana legislature to put an end to
the excessive fees one must pay to secure the reinstatement of their driver’s license.
Legisla on passed in 2014 extended the harmful eﬀects unnecessary ﬁnes have on Hoosiers
through nearly doubling license reinstatement fees. The current pandemic has presented
devasta ng consequences to Indiana families and it is our social responsibility to alleviate
frivolous expenses amidst this economic crisis.
Approximately 400,000 Indiana residents have suspended driver’s licenses due to unpaid
ﬁnes or fees, resul ng in a cyclical poverty trap; those who can’t pay the fees lose their
means of transporta on to their jobs, complica ng their ability to ever pay the fees
necessary to reinstate their license. In true nature of helping the cons tuents of Indiana,
reinstatement fees must be eliminated or lowered.
Ac on has been taken across the state as ini a ves to end debt-based license suspensions
have become more common. Our oﬃce started the Second Chance Workshop to assist
cons tuents, manage payments on ckets, and connect them with legal aid a orneys to
pe on for a waiver of reinstatement fees. We have seen the number of drivers with
suspended licenses decrease from 100,000 to 83,000 due to this and other eﬀorts; a
signiﬁcant drop since the incep on of the program in 2019. Throughout the COVID-19
pandemic, our program has con nued to provide tools to residents through virtual
seminars. For the 311 individuals who have been assisted this year alone, the staggering
total amount of reinstatement fees owed to the Bureau of Motor Vehicles was nearly
$500,000.
What we have also experienced is racial disparity in those who are punished with license
suspensions, par cularly as a result of ﬁnes and fees from common traﬃc viola ons. At our
Second Chance Workshops, more than 77% of individuals who were assisted iden ﬁed as

Black, a ﬁgure that far exceeds the propor on of Black residents in our county.
Addi onal ac ons to combat debt-based license suspensions include Representa ve
Shackleford’s 2019 traﬃc amnesty law, allowing cons tuents to con nue driving a er
paying a reduced rate on their reinstatement fees. Even the United States Senate is hearing
S.4186, the Driving for Opportunity Act, which would provide grants to states once they
submit a plan to end license reinstatement fees, crea ng a cost neutral scenario for the
state of Indiana.
Alterna ves exist to aid Hoosiers in reinsta ng their license, but more can be done. There
are s ll too many cons tuents driving with suspended licenses due to reasons unrelated to
public safety. We cannot con nue to charge excessive fees for one of the most basic tools to
escape the cycle of poverty. The Marion County Prosecutor’s Oﬃce fully supports legisla on
to reduce or eliminate debt-based license suspensions and look forward to reviewing
legisla ve sugges ons.
Thank you for your considera on of this issue. It is one of fundamental fairness and it
impacts Hoosiers in every corner of the state.
Sincerely,
Ryan Mears
Marion County Prosecutor
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