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How I learned to cross-examine witnesses



“Stressing a person makes it 
more difficult for them to lie 
about what happened.”

- Judges
- Prosecutors
- Defense attorneys



“Witnesses shouldn’t be
nervous if they are
telling the truth.”

- Jurors



“I like it when my witness
cries because it engenders
sympathy from the jury.”

- Prosecutors



“The police questioning was so
stressful that it caused  the
suspect to confess to something
that he didn’t do.”

- Defense attorneys









King County Courthouse



Salvador Aleman Cruz – serial child rapist



Rape victim's threat to jump off courthouse roof 
may derail case

November 4, 2010
By Jennifer Sullivan
Seattle Times staff reporter

A 21-year-old child-rape victim who was set to confront her 
alleged attacker in a Seattle courtroom Thursday afternoon, 
made her way onto the roof of the King County Courthouse 
and spent about three hours threatening to jump before 

she was led to safety.





Inmate was at hospital hours before 
jumping from Seattle courthouse window

November 30, 2010
By Mike Carter and Jennifer Sullivan
Seattle Times staff reporters

A 29-year-old Auburn man who jumped 
to his death from the 11th floor of the King 
County Courthouse 
Tuesday morning had been at Harborview Medical Center
the night before because of deepening depression,
according to his family.





Dogs and humans have a
symbiotic relationship



Dogs reduce stress in humans







Courthouse Facility Dogs
at Child Advocacy Centers



Dogs usually 
appeal to 
children of 
all ages



Establishing rapport







Facility dogs in forensic interviews



Jeeter knows what to do.





“I love you, Petra. You really are a good dog. 
I’ve told you more than I’ve ever told 
anybody. I hope when you die, you go to 
heaven.”



The results of this study support the 
stress reducing effects of a service-trained 
facility dog for children undergoing 
forensic interviews for allegations of child 
sexual abuse.



Medical Exams









Sand Tray



Sand Tray





Courthouse Facility Dogs 
Assisting in the Prosecution 

of Crimes 



“Indeed, if one set out 
intentionally to design a 

system for provoking 
symptoms of posttraumatic 
disorder, it might look very 
much like a court of law”
- Judith Herman (2003), a 
child trauma authority





Child Witness in the 
Courtroom

Policy Statement from the
American Academy of Pediatrics

February 2017



“studies have clearly established that children experience 
anxiety surrounding court appearances and that the main 
fear is facing the defendant. Other fears include being hurt 
by the defendant, embarrassment about crying or not being 
able to answer questions, and going to jail. The more frightened 
a child is, the less he or she is able to answer questions.”



Seven-year-old testifying 
against his mother



Parents cross-examine own 

children in child cruelty trial
January 24, 2017



Douglas Lare 
with Ellie







Factors to consider during 

pretrial hearing





Defense
objections





• Dog in the gallery

• Have dog and witness enter and
exit outside the presence of the jury.

• Have dog concealed in the witness
box as much as possible.

Pretrial motion –
minimizing prejudice to the defendant



Child and facility dog in witness box







Dog in the gallery





Appellate Court Decisions

Washington
California – 2

New York
Connecticut

Ohio – 2
Michigan - 2

Tennessee
Texas

Arizona



Nine states have laws limiting this 
practice to facility dogs.

Arizona

Arkansas

Colorado

Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois

Louisiana

Virginia

Washington







USA- 221
Canada- 44
South America-1
Europe- 4
Australia-1 
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