Child & Adolescent Victims of Child Abuse:
Special Issues
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The Struggle Is Real

Nneneither defense
attorneys varied the length or
complexity of their sentences

directed to children despite the fact

that the age range of the alleged

child victims varied greatly (i.e. 5-15
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Are We Kidding?
Prelim 9-year-old

Do you recall anything else going on in your life
at the time that helps you remember that you
were 67 Do you recall a school you were In?
Do you have a recollection of classes you were
taking? Do you recall an extracurricular activity
that you were doing or what babysitter you had?

How many times was he successful in touching
your breasts, in what locations and how long did
he touch them for?



Realistic Expectations




6,000 Words
Concrete & Literal
Words without Meaning

WHAT + WHO




61 8 year olds = WHERE

91 10 year olds = DIFFERENTIATE + SEQUENCE

117 12 year olds =+ CONTEXT



OPPOSITES
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He let me go loose and | ran away.
oKay, tell me what
you go loose and you ran away.

He let go of my hand.

Ok, and what happened before that?
What does before mean?

Um, so if he was holding your hand and
then he let you go, what happened just
before he let you go?

Like after it?

No, not after before, you know what |
mean?

What?
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WHEN
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How Many Times
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6-year-old

| When did this happen?
C. Um, probably a week ago.

|: Probably a week ago, okay. How
did you know it was a week
ago~?

C. Because it was a long time |
guess. It was probably a year. |
donot remember




8-year-old

You said it happened before on another holiday
when he came to visit. Do you remember what
holiday that was?

Donot remember that.
Do you remember what the weather was like?
Cloudy maybe.

Cloudy okay. Was it warm or cold or something
else?

Warmish, coldish.
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when we went fishing
when my dad was drunk

| jJust got my report card

during my Christmas break

once when my mom went to the store






