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Do you know what we call 

this?

A Class 1 

misdemeanor…shouldn’t 

it be more?



Just how bad are 

head injuries?





Chronic

Traumatic

Encephalopathy (CTE)
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Defining CTE

•CTE is a condition where the brain 
shows tissue damage there are 
clumps of a protein present called 
TAU that basically strangle and 
attack brain cells.



CTE?

1. Underling genetic or other history 
can lead to symptoms.

2. Individual is subjected to or 
experiences additional life events.





Go AZ CARDINALS!







Marching Band Dangers



Isn’t her head just as important??



How is she supposed to function 
like she did before?



What is 

Traumatic 

Brain Injury 

(TBI)?



An alteration in brain function, or other 
evidence of brain pathology, caused by 
an external force



If you’ve seen one concussion, 
you’ve seen one concussion.



So Many Victims Never Report Abuse

The Number who report The number who don’t report



CONCUSSIONS AND SUICIDE

Multiple studies have found that domestic 
violence survivors have higher-than-average 
rates of suicidal thoughts, with as many as 23 
percent of survivors having attempted suicide 
compared to 3 percent among populations 
with no prior domestic violence exposure.
It’s not just physical violence that’s linked 
with an increase in suicide. Verbal and 
emotional abuse are also connected with 
higher risk, as well as the duration, frequency 
and severity of abuse, and the presence of 
other factors such as PTSD, childhood trauma, 
depression and substance use.
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CONCUSSIONS AND SUICIDE

Risk of suicide after a concussion

Concussion differs in 3 important ways from other risk factors for 
suicide. 

First, concussions are sometimes preventable through adequate training, 
the minimizing of distractions, avoidance of alcohol, use of protective gear 
and other safety basics. 

Second, concussions are easily neglected under a popular belief that the 
neurologic symptoms have an obvious cause, will resolve quickly, leave 
nothing visible on medical imaging and do not require follow-up.

Third, concussions are rarely deemed relevant for consideration by 
psychiatrists or other physicians when eliciting a patient’s history. 

Greater attention to the long-term implications of a concussion in 
community settings might save lives because deaths from suicide can 
be prevented.
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Sojourner Center



Pilot Program Addressing the Issue of 
Traumatic Brain Injury in Victims of 
Domestic Violence

1. Add significantly to the body of knowledge regarding 

the frequency, presentation, profile and 

characteristics, and short- and long-term effects of 

TBI in victims of Intimate Partner Violence.

2. Increase the possibility of a successful Return to 

Society for victims and avoid their return to the 

abuser.

3. Create a groundbreaking, first of its kind model for 

collaborations between law enforcement, social 

workers and health care providers.

4. Assist law-enforcement personnel and prosecutors to 

increase the successful prosecution of the abusers 

and lead to legislation adding the commission of TBI 

to the crimes of rape and strangulation.











ConQVerge device



Lessons Learned
1. Better police participation is 

critical.
2. Forensic Nurse aspect was not 

working.
3. Victim follow up was less than 

stellar.
4. Enthusiasm for the project 

continues.



Moving forward

1. Officers will not limit test to strangulation or sexual assault 
cases but will offer the ConQverge to all DV victims 
reporting head trauma.

2. Officers, nurses, social workers and victim advocates will 
have a pre-printed (bilingual) card that provides a victim 
information on getting assessed for a possible concussion.

3. Future public awareness campaigns may be pushed out to 
educate the public on the dangers of TBI in Domestic 
Violence situations.

4. Researchers will continue to collect data to assist in better 
medical treatment for DV victims with TBI with an eye on 
improving prosecution.



Questions?


