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David LaBahn

President and CEO
David LaBahn is President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Association of Prosecuting Attorneys (APA), a national association working alongside prosecutors in the exchange of information and ideas on emerging issues in the administration of justice.  He brings nearly 30 years of criminal justice experience to the position having been a trial prosecutor, supervising attorney, state prosecutor association executive and now the national level working on both policy and practice.
Prior to forming APA in 2009, LaBahn was the Director of the American Prosecutors Research Institute (APRI) and the Director of Research and Development for the National District Attorneys Association (NDAA).  He directed APRI’s projects and worked alongside other national organizations to increase funding and coordinate efforts to assist in the investigation and prosecution of crime.  

Appointed to the position of Executive Director of the California District Attorneys Association (CDAA) in 2003, David served as the primary policy strategist and spokesperson for the organization.  LaBahn initially joined CDAA as the Deputy Director in 1996 and at that time was responsible for the training and publications department, and lobbying the California Legislature on criminal justice and budget issues.  
LaBahn began his legal career in 1987 as a Deputy District Attorney in Orange and Humboldt counties in California, where he received numerous awards including national recognition for his work with crime victims and efforts toward the reduction of gang violence.  During his ten years in the courtroom, he handled cases ranging from low level misdemeanors to special circumstance homicide cases with a primary focus on sexual assault and gang offenses.  
Mr. LaBahn travels extensively providing technical assistance to prosecutors and allied criminal justice professionals, represents APA on numerous national commissions and task forces, speaks at regional and national conferences, and testifies before Congress and other legislative bodies. 
